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Background

This education research is to study learners’ perception of paired learning model. Tan
Tock Seng hospital (TTSH) has been actively recruiting speech therapists to provide
care to a rapidly ageing population in Singapore and all fresh graduates are required
to undergo clinical education. Therefore, the Speech Therapy department has adopted
1 clinical educator (CE) to 2 learners supervision model with newly developed

structures in place since 2017 to promote efficiency and effectiveness in learning.
Methods

An online survey was carried out for 9 learners who joined TTSH Speech Therapy
department in 2017 and had less than 1 year of working experience. The survey

includes 10 questions with a 5-point Likert scale, and three open-ended questions.
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Results

All learners agreed that they benefited from observing their peers receiving feedback
from their supervisors. Almost all of them learnt from peers’ feedback pertaining to
their performance and in return they have also contributed to their peers’ learning.
However, 25% of the learners felt that paired learning was stressful. 12.5% of them
found it difficult to provide feedback to each other. 12.5% of them felt that they did
not receive adequate education from their CEs. Two main challenges that were
mentioned frequently by the learners are: 1. Difficulty catching up with peers due to
differences in learning style and clinical competencies. 2. Too reliant on each other.
Almost all respondents suggested having individual sessions at certain stage of their

learning journey.
Lessons Learnt

No doubt paired learning contributed to the learning of speech therapy fresh
graduates. Having individual training session might be useful towards the end of
learning journey to facilitate learners in achieving full competency independently.
However, it might not the best way to tackle differences in learning style and clinical
skills. In fact, the differences will expose them to different perception and ways of

learning.
Conclusion

Paired learning model will continue to be implemented for all fresh graduates. The
feedback solicited was important for the department to evaluate effectiveness of this
model. More specific feedback will be needed to further refine the structures and
guidelines supporting this learning model so that it can cater to different learners’

needs.
Additional Information

Paired learning model promotes effective learning experience among the speech

therapy fresh graduates.
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